
Wildfire firefighter Paul Fidler is our March 4 luncheon
speaker at 11:30 at Ben Hur Shrine Center and will talk
about fighting those massive fires that all too often flare up
in Central Texas.

Born in Houston, Fidler moved around but ended up here
for high school, graduating from Westlake, in an area of
heavy cedar tender. His first firefighting came during Navy
service. After his tour ended, he decided a firefighting career
was for him and joined a volunteer fire department to gain
experience. He responded to 90% of the calls that the
department answered during that period, providing needed
training. 

Paul attended wildfire seminars led by Texas Forest
Service and transitioned to wildland fire fighting after that.
He ultimately became fully certified as a wildland firefighter.
He and friends he trained with who were serious about
wildland firefighting developed the idea for a wildland-only
crew. That led to their forming a specialized group they
called the "Black Sheep Volunteer Fire Department" in
2014. Despite outside resistance to what some may have
considered a renegade effort, the State of Texas recognized
these "Black Sheep" as a fire department.

They have worked with TPWD on fire operations and had
joint training with game wardens. The mission of the Black
Sheep has evolved from just wildland firefighting to include
mass casualty response, including active shooter and active
bomber response, chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear explosive and natural disaster response. The Black
Sheep were deployed with Heart of the Pines VFD in
Bastrop County during Hurricane Harvey and worked under
their command. Paul is also a reserve member of that
department.

Paul has developed an international presence, too. He
was invited to attend a training camp in Russia for
volunteers and has been back twice, assisting in developing
a training camp for volunteers and professionals. He's also
trained volunteers in Brazil, was requested to help fight the
Amazon fires in Bolivia and is a guest instructor at an
International Wildland Fire Academy on the island of
Cyprus.

He's also taught all his kids shooting and firearms safety,
one of whom wants to shoot competitively.

Don't miss it!
JJ
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¡Buenos Dias!  What a great
Officer/Board Installation Banquet
that we had at County Line on the
Lake on February 5th.  There were
75 in attendance, and I'd like to
think that they were there to
observe me and the other officers
and Board Members get "sworn
in", but I'm not that naïve.  Our
speaker, the Old Field and
Streamer, Marty Malin, sure knows
how to draw a crowd and he still
has "it" as an after-dinner speaker.
He told us of some old AWWC
stories that should be chronicled.
Thanks, Marty, for coming all the
way from Laredo to entertain us.

I see our Club having two
purposes:  1) we're a social club -
we like to go fishing and hunting,
and then come talk about it at our
monthly meetings.  This means that
we should be having fun by
sharing our outdoor stories.  At our
monthly luncheons, I would like
for one person at each table to
share a recent fishing/hunting story
(no more than 60 seconds)  So, let's get together on some of the club's hunting and fishing trips that Larry and a soon to be
named Chief Warden-Fishing are putting together so we can have fun and share our experiences.  

Second, we raise a little money in October each year at our banquet for the Club's Foundation, known as the McBride's
Foundation, in order to help pass on the outdoor heritage.  In 2019, the Foundation distributed $21,500 via grants to outdoor
organizations such as Texas Wildlife Brigades, Sandra's and TJ's Kids Outdoor Zone, Hays County 4H Shooting Sports, and
another 16 more just like it.  We should seize the opportunity set up by some of our club's early members to pass on the
outdoor heritage.  There are many ways that you can contribute to this fundraiser, whether you simply buy a banquet ticket,
donate a hunting/fishing trip or buy the Mack-daddy Live Auction lot.  As Rep. Cyrier so aptly stated in his speech to the Club's
monthly luncheon in August, "Every time a person from California moves to Texas, he is taking away a little bit of our Texas
outdoor heritage", so we need to do all we can to continue to pass on this heritage that we so love.

Membership is the lifeblood of this organization. Richard Hallum is our Membership Chairman and is leading our
Membership Committee.  At the end of the year, our membership was about 175.  We have set a goal of 210 members by June
1, 2020.  The Membership Committee cannot meet this goal without your help of recruiting new members.  I challenge each
of you to bring JUST 1 new member into the Club in the next two months, and if you are on the Board, you are challenged to
bring in two new members.  The Club will buy the lunch of any of your guests that join at our monthly meetings, so please
start inviting those that you know who would enjoy being a member. Or, if you have a recommendation for a new member,

reach out to Richard at rhallum@perstirling.com and he will
follow up that person. 

continued on page 3
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Executive Committee

President .............................. Spence Collins
Executive VP.................................  Joe Hello
Secretary .................................... Jimmy Cain
Treasurer................................. Tommy Ward
Membership VP................... Richard Hallum
Social VP ......................................
Chief Warden Hunting...............Larry Najvar
Chief Warden Fishing ..........
Chief Huntmaster................ Doug DuBois, Jr
Editor...................................... John Jefferson
Exec. Admin. ..............  Mary Anne Hartman
Past President........................ Steve Fenoglio

Board of Directors
Term Expires 2021
Terry Rheinlander, Larry Najvar, Don
Riggins, Steele Zinser, Jimmy Cain, Steve
Fenoglio
Term Expires 2022
Al Lagenour, Joe Hello, Doug DuBois, Spence
Collins, Rhett Stone, Richard Hallum,
David Michael
Terms Expires 2023
Jon Dayton, Robert Hearn, Kim Ray, Nick
Giangiulio, Ted McKnight, Tommy Ward, Fidel
Hernandez

Meeting 11:30 am, first Wednesday of each
month unless otherwise notified. 

TThhee  GGaammee  BBaagg
AAWWWWCC  MMoonntthhllyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr

Game Bag Submissions
Members'  photos,  hunting  and  fishing  stories, activity
announcements, ads, and calendar items should be in
the editor's hands by the 15th of each month prior to
the month of publication. Send your material to:
jj@johnjefferson.com or call (512) 219-1199.

President’s Message

Spence Collins, daughter Stephanie and Big Red.
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Austin Woods and Waters Club 
Thanks to the following Sponsors for
their Support of the 2019 Banquet 

continued from page 2

Next time that you see Steve Fenoglio, please give him some appreciation for stepping up for a second year as AWWC
president.  As I am learning, it's a little bit bigger task than you would anticipate, and for Steve to do it for two years with
conviction is admirable.

Lastly, if you haven't renewed your dues for 2020, please do so ASAP.

Best fishes,
Spence Collins
AWWC President
(512) 789-0909
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PORT LAVACA SNOW GOOSE HUNT 
By Larry Najvar, Chief Hunting Warden

On Friday January 31, Tom McGonagill and I stayed at the La Quinta in Port Lavaca.  At 5:00
a.m. we met the outfitter, Jake Huddleston of H2O Extreme Outfitters at Buckee's (where else!).
There were about 11 hunters. Jake did a good job disguising us in sitting blinds and we
harvested 39 geese on about 11 passes.  This is my second year
with Jake, and I plan on going again next year.  (Last year we
harvested 73 geese.)  The massive greenery mound in the
picture is the front of the blind that the geese were flying
toward. The image of the harvested geese is self-evident.
{Editor's Note: This was a Conservation Order hunt which
follows the end of the regular seasons in both goose zones,
during which there is no bag limit and unplugged shotguns and

electronic callers are legal to use. The idea behind this special conservation order was to
remove as many snow geese as possible due to the habitat destruction the massive
overpopulation was causing in the nesting grounds in Canada.)

JUST IN!
For several years, Jeff & I have hunted doves with Ranger Creek Outfitters, near Haskell, 40 miles north of Abilene.  It

compares to Alice, Texas. The outfitter is local and has 45 potential locations.  My first hunt was on a Friday afternoon with 30
hunters in a large field. Everybody limited.  I asked the outfitter if we were coming back on Saturday morning because there
were so many birds.  His answer: "Absolutely not.  We have to let the field rest."  I've never known a dove outfitter that
conscientious.

The price is $375 for the weekend of four hunts, Friday pm - Sunday am. Deposit is $200, due March 1. Two weekends:
September 4-6 or 11-13.  If birds are scarce, hunts will be rescheduled for later. https://rangercreekgoose.com/dove-hunts/. His
hunts book up quickly, so we need to act.  If interested register on the website or contact me at larry.najvar@gmail.com; C: 512-
699-3903, O: 512-241-0049

Also need to book rooms early. We have stayed at AmeriStay in Haskell (940-864-2424). Otherwise, Abilene.

PLAN YOUR AWWC HUNTS NOW!
1. Mid to late September- teal hunt with Top Flight Outfitters in Columbus from
$225 to $250 per hunt. 
2. November & December- sandhill cranes, geese and ducks with either
Panhandles Best out of Amarillo or Muddy Waters out of Wichita Falls. Location
will be between Lubbock and Hereford, Texas. $250 to $300 per hunt. 
3. Sandhill cranes in Port Lavaca with H2O Extreme outfitters out of Port Lavaca
between approximately December 20 and February 20. Probably $250. See Snow
Goose article above and page 10.
4. Ducks with Top Flight Outfitters in Columbus (duck season) $200 to $250 (cold
duck hunters)
5.  Olton Pheasant hunt on December 5 & 6. $350. (Larry and Pheasants)
6.  Ducks and geese December 1,2 & 3 with Panhandles Best in Amarillo and
Lubbock area. $300
7. Duck hunt East Texas with Edd Hanson January 2 & 3. $200
8. Duck hunt East Texas with Edd Hanson January 9 & 10. $200

More hunts to be announced later.

Always feel free to email me as well as register on the website.  larry.najvar@gmail.com cell 512-699-3093.  We need to find
out who is interested so I can book hunts before they fill up.  I have hunted with all these top outfitters numerous times.

Larry Najvar

Edd Hansen hunters: Cliff Hall, Bob Kinney,
Jeff Hotz & Larry Najvar

Najvar 2020 snow goose pile.

Najvar snow goose blind.
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AWWC Club Treasurer could also be known as "T Texas Tommy Ward, Rodeo Cowboy". But that's only when he replaces
his banker's suit and tie and dons his jeans, chaps and boots. But rodeoing or any of its disciplines can be dangerous. Even
Larry Mahan was hospitalized with busted ribs one year during his run for the PRCA All-Around Cowboy. And it caught up with
Tommy recently, too. Breaking a horse for a friend (isn't that what friends are for?), the horse bucked over toward a fence and
Tommy grabbed hold of said fence. The horse, however, bucked in the opposite direction at just the same time, causing Tommy
a painfully dislocated shoulder. That's probably redundant since there is no painless way to dislocate a shoulder. He cowboyed
up, though, and is recovering enough to sign autographs. Hopefully we'll see him again at the March luncheon.

LAST CHANCE TO SEE WHOOPING CRANES
Article and image by John Jefferson

The rare and endangered whooping cranes winter along the Texas coast and
have been a great success story for conservation. Down to less than 20 birds in this
flock during the 1940s, through captive breeding, wetland management, strict
wildlife law enforcement by both the federal and state wardens and an innovative
program that teaches young cranes how to migrate, numbers have risen to about
600 today.

Whoopers are among the two most endangered birds in North America, along
with the California condor. They winter along the Texas coast in the area roughly
between Matagorda County and the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)
between October and April. I say roughly because each year there are usually a
few more, and they keep expanding their territory. 
They are fairly approachable by tour boats that respectfully keep a comfortable distance away from the birds. The public is
prohibited by law from being on the portion of the ANWR where the birds roost and feed, and harassing the cranes is a finable
offense.

The Rockport/Fulton and Port Aransas Chambers of Commerce have tour operator contacts as does the Internet. I have been
on the boat operated from Fulton by Captain Tommy Moore a number of times and recommend him (877-892-4737). His boat
is enclosed in case of inclement weather and also has an observation deck on top. Captain Moore is an excellent birder and
provides fine tours. In addition to whoopers, there are almost 400 bird species currently along the coast. 

Hold  'Em  Cowboy! 
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Super Hunt No. 17
By Doug DuBois, Chief Huntmaster

Photos by Kent Brenneman

Friday night dinner.

Over the weekend of January 17 - 19, 2020, 67 youth hunters, each accompanied by a parent or adult guardian, descended
on the site of the Cave Creek Historic One-Room School House.  The schoolhouse and accompanying pavilion were our
headquarters for the Super Hunt, so named due to the fact it is 18 youth hunts in one. 18 landowners of the Cave Creek Wildlife
Management Association host the youth hunt, as they have for the past 16 years.  This year, 57 animals were harvested, making
a valuable contribution to the CCWMA Wildlife Management Plan.

Another mainstay of the Super Hunt is the Austin Woods & Waters Club, who have organized and run the hunt with a
majority of the Huntmasters and volunteers coming from our ranks.  Relatively new to the Super Hunt is Camp Cook Chet Miles
and his team from SCI-Austin, who have manned the kitchen for the past 6 years. 

Registration was slow and steady.
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Our friends at SCI Austin serving another great dinner.David Baxter inspires the crowd.

Doug DuBois and Bryan Jones.

Ronnie Ottmers addresses the crowd.

Rachel White and her parents make a great team.

David Baxter has everyone’s attention.
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Satuday night dinner. Sean Guillory shares how the TYHP has impacted his life.

Doug Dubois reviews how to judge whitetails.

Ronnie Ottmers and family teach sausage making.

Two new best friends.

Virginia Roberts thanks her landowner.
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INSTALLATION BANQUET DRAWS BIG CROWD
A surprising crowd of 75 AWWC members and spouses showed up at the County Line on the Lake for the officers and

directors installation banquet on February 5. The idea of eating hot ribs on a cold night may have had something to do with it,
too. And we were glad to see a few former members that we haven't seen in a while, including past presidents Meade Bauer
and Phil Dopson, Powell Thompson, Rolf Meyer and others. 

The evening's speaker, former Austin resident and AWWC member, Marty Malin, may have had something to do with it,
too. Marty still has a lot of friends in the area and is known as an entertaining storyteller. He was invited to share some of his
experiences in AWWC during days of high club membership and event attendance. And he tells funny stories.

The installation of new officers and directors was a good kickoff to a new year for AWWC. President-elect Joe Hello was
named Volunteer of the year but was unable to attend due to a previously scheduled family event.  

New AWWC  Officers and Directors for 2020: (From L –R) Outgoing President Steve Fenoglio,, Fidel Hernandez, Kim Ray, Don Riggins,
Terry Rheinlander , Jimmy Cain, Spence Collins, Doug DuBois, Jr., Ted McKnight, Robert Hearn, David Michael, Larry Najvar, Nick
Giangiulio, Richard Hallum, Al Lagenour. Not pictured, Joe Hello, Steele Zinser, Tommy Ward, Rhett Stone, Jon Dayton.
Photos by John and Vicky Jefferson.

The Volunteer of the
Year and
president-elect is
Joe Hello.

We had the largest crowd ever at the County Line on the Lake
– 75 in attendance!

Outgoing President Steve Fenoglio receives a nice Tikki 6.5
Creedmore rifle for his two years as AWWC president  from new
president Spence Collins.

Marty Malin kept us in stiches with his accounts of
AWWC hunts back in the day. 
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Eating lunch one Saturday
afternoon in early spring, my
wife stopped eating, then
went to the patio door.

She thought she heard
whitewings. That seemed
unlikely. I listened, then
blurted out, "Sandhills!"  I
peered through tree branches
for a glimpse.

We saw about 50 as they
winged by overhead. More
large flocks followed. We
hastened to the street to get
an unobstructed view.
Surprisingly, many neighbors
lined the curb, looking
upward. Flights of cranes
were everywhere -- all
heading north! 

We watched for several
minutes, correcting a
neighbor that asked what
kind of geese they were.
Several said they had never
heard of sandhill cranes. I
called fellow outdoor writer,
Russell Tinsley, and asked if
he had seen them. He lived
about 15 miles away to the
southeast - 30 minutes by car. 

"If you want to hear them," he replied, "I'll stick the phone out the door." As far apart as we lived, if they were still passing
over his house and ours at the same time, there had to be thousands! Maybe hundreds of thousands! I hadn't known there were
that many in Texas. TPWD estimates 300,000 or more winter in the Panhandle Region; another 120,000 winter along the coast. 
I have seen them there during the winter in South Texas and twice by a large pond on our Lampasas County deer lease, a
stopover site during their migration from the north to the Gulf area. Their call is said to be a series of "k'r-r-r-r-h-o-o" but when
you hear a large flock, the calls all blend together in a beautiful cacophony. Watch for them. They're an awesome sight,

Sandhills are big birds, but not quite as large as whooping cranes. If the two species are together, the size difference is
obvious. Whoopers are majestic birds in all white, except for black wingtips and a red cap on their heads. Sandhills are gray,
also wearing a red hat. Occasionally, whooping cranes are seen flying with sandhills.

And that can be trouble. Sandhill cranes are highly regulated, though legally hunted; AWWC has several hunts planned.
There is no open season on whoopers and a whopping big fine and restitution charge for killing one. The last man in Texas to
shoot one eventually violated his probation and went to federal prison.

Texas has three hunting zones for sandies. For the zone map, see page 78 in the TPW OUTDOOR ANNUAL (hunting
regulations booklet). There is also a closed portion of Zone C (South Texas) starting in Victoria and including most of the coastal
area all the way to Corpus due to whooping crane
presence. 

Zone A (West Texas) hunters harvest 77% of the
cranes bagged in Texas. Zone C hunters take 19%.
Zone B hunters down 4% in mid-state. All zones are
currently closed, but they'll open again in the fall.

Are they edible? Two I shot in Zone A surely were.
Some people even call them "rib eyes of the sky."  We
agree.

THE OTHER CRANE
Article and Image By John Jefferson

Member-to-Member
Telephoto Lenses for Sale. 500 mm Nikkor ED manual
focus lens. $900. 
A Sigma 120-400 mm auto-focus zoom lens (Nikon
mount). $375. Both have carrying cases
and in very good condition. I'm upgrading. John
Jefferson (512) 219-1199. jj@johnjefferson.com.
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RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

3660 Stoneridge Rd. #B-102                             (512) 477-6111
Austin, TX 78746                                        (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com

Principal Office Located in Austin

RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

600 Round Rock West Drive, Suite 501                   (512) 477-6111
Round Rock, TX 78681                                         (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com



FFIIRRSSTT  CCLLAASSSS  MMAAIILL

THE GAME BAG AWARD WINNING PUBLICATION OF AUSTIN WOODS AND WATERS CLUB MARCH 2020

AUSTIN WOODS AND WATERS CLUB
P.O BOX 80022

AUSTIN, TEXAS  78708

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Monthly

Luncheon

Mar. 4
Ben Hur

Shrine Center

AWWC CALENDAR

Mar. 4 AWWC Monthly Luncheon 
11:30 a.m.
Ben Hur Shrine Center  
7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: Paul Fidler, Wildfire 
specialist

Mar. 2 Rio Grande turkey season opens 
in South Zone, including Kerr 
County. Closes on May 3.

Apr.  1  AWWC Monthly Luncheon  
11:30 a.m.
Ben Hur Shrine Center  
7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: TBA

Apr. 4   North Zone (Hill Country, except 
Kerr County) Rio
Grande turkey season opens. 
Closes May 17.

May 6   AWWC Monthly Luncheon  
11:30 a.m.
Ben Hur Shrine Center  
7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: TBA

Parting Shot
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