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The November luncheon speaker for AWWC is
Robert Perez, Leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s (TPWD) upland game bird program,
which includes 9 species.  He is stationed near San
Antonio in the little town of La Vernia.

Perez went to work for TPWD straight out of
college and over the past 24 years has worked in
South Texas, the Hill Country and for Austin
Headquarters. He completed graduate research on
bobwhite quail survival in South Texas for his
master’s degree thesis and has been involved with
numerous upland game bird research projects and
publications. 

Robert provides technical advice, counsel and
training to biologists assigned to upland game
activities, including coordinating training workshops
and field days. He is active in both governmental and
non-profit conservation organizations at the
National, Regional, and Statewide scale and also
works with private landowners.  Robert is a member
of Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Quail
Forever, NWTF and the National Bobwhite
Technical Committee. 

He was raised in South Texas and received his B.S.
and M.S. from Texas State University in San Marcos
in its highly regarded wildlife department. He is an
avid outdoorsman and enjoys bird hunting, bird dogs
and hiking with his family.

TPWD Quail Guy Brings November Program

Robert Perez with Texas Montezuma quail collected for DNA analysis.
There is no open season in Texas. Preliminary results indicate our isolated
populations may be in trouble, genetically speaking.

Monthly  Luncheon
Wed.,  Nov.  6th  •  11:30  a.m.

Ben  Hur  Shrine  Center  
7811  Rockwood  Lane
Speaker:  Robert  Perez,  
TPWD  Quail  Honcho



As I write this, I am anxiously anticipating the start of the regular
rifle season on Saturday, November 2!  Some of you have been
fortunate to already be hunting-be it with a bow or on a ranch with
Managed Land Deer Permits. But for the rest of us (I have not had time
to get to the field with my bow), the Friday before opening day is a
very big or "bigly" day.  Hunters drive to their ranches, perhaps check
their feeders one last time, and gather around a campfire to share a
warm meal, adult beverages and revel in stories of hunting seasons
past. Some of us get to toast old friends who now hunt in the sky as
we make new acquaintances. Political differences are set aside as we
talk about the upcoming hunt and our favorite sports teams (GO
ASTROS!). So, cheers to you if you will be around a campfire on
Friday, November 1!  Enjoy the time afield and please be safe!    

Your Club just concluded our umpteenth annual fundraiser
benefitting the McBride Conservation Foundation. We had a terrific
time and raised money for outdoor programs-we will share the details
once all the bills are in.  Thanks to all our sponsors, donors, bidders
and attendees. See the sponsors listed on the next page -- especially
Jenn and Justin Gregory with Texas Disposal Services for hosting our
event!

The McBride Foundation was created by your Club to raise funds
to promote fishing, hunting, and the great outdoors.  With the help of
countless volunteers, donors, friends, and banquet attendees, we
have donated over $650,000 to charitable causes. Thousands of

youths have been on fishing, hunting and camping trips because of YOUR donations.
Many more have had the chance to be taught for the very first time how to shoot, fish,
and enjoy the great outdoors. So, thanks for supporting AWWC and the Foundation.

One of our sponsors at our banquet was State Representative John Cyrier, who
chairs the House Committee on Culture, Recreation, & Tourism. John and his family
live on a farm outside Lockhart. Chairman Cyrier authored legislation now on the
November 5 ballot. His proposed amendment (Proposition 5) will dedicate all revenue
fro6m the sales tax on sporting goods to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department and
the Texas Historical Commission.  It does not raise taxes but ensures those existing
taxes on sporting goods go toward protecting Texas' natural areas, water quality and
history by acquiring, managing, and improving state and local parks and historic sites.
So, when you buy fishing, hunting, camping and outdoor goods and supplies, the state
sales tax will be used by the TPWD to fund needed outdoor programs.  I hope you can
support this important measure. Thanks to Chairman Cyrier, we can do something
good for our state and local parks.

I look forward to seeing you at our November 6 luncheon at the Ben Hur Shrine
Center where we'll hear Robert Perez, TPWD's Quail Program Leader telling about
bobwhite prospects.

Stephen Fenoglio
AWWC President
512.347.9944
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Executive Committee
President ............................... Steve Fenoglio
Executive VP........................  Spence Collins
Social VP...................................... Joe Hello
Secretary .................................. Steele Zinser
Treasurer................................. Tommy Ward
Chief Warden Hunting...............Larry Najvar
Chief Warden Fishing.........Kevin McConnell
Chief Huntmaster................ Doug DuBois, Jr
Editor...................................... John Jefferson
Exec. Admin. ..............  Mary Anne Hartman
Past President.......................... Tallon Martin
Past President............................. Jimmy Cain

Board of Directors
Term Expires 2020
Byron Kibby, Tommy Ward, Rick Prekup 
Term Expires 2021
Terry Rheinlander, Larry Najvar, Don
Riggins, Steele Zinser, Steve Fenoglio
Term Expires 2022
Al Lagenour, Rhett Stone, Richard Hallum,
David Michael

Meeting 11:30 am, first Wednesday of each
month unless otherwise notified. 

TThhee  GGaammee  BBaagg
AAWWWWCC  MMoonntthhllyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr

Game Bag Submissions
Members'  photos,  hunting  and  fishing  stories, activity
announcements, ads, and calendar items should be in
the editor's hands by the 15th of each month prior to
the month of publication. Send your material to:
jj@johnjefferson.com or call (512) 219-1199.

President’s Message

State Rep. and AWWC member and
Banquet Sponsor John Cyrier. Photo by
John Jefferson
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Austin Woods and Waters Club 
Thanks to the following Sponsors for
their Support of the 2019 Banquet 

If approved by We the Voters on Nov. 5, Constitutional Amendment Proposition 5 would guarantee that revenue received
from existing state sales taxes on sporting goods is ALL appropriated to TPWD and Texas Historical Commission (THC), as was
the original legislative intent.

This is NOT A NEW TAX and WON'T RAISE TAXES!  State law already authorizes appropriations from sales taxes on sporting
goods to support state parks (93%) and historic sites (7%). But Legislatures raided the fund for years to balance the budget,
neglecting TPWD and THC. PROP 5 constitutionally dedicates these funds, making the raiding UNCONSTITUTIONAL!

This would ensure reliable funding to keep state parks and historic sites in working order and allow TPWD and THC to
provide new outdoor recreational opportunities to meet growing demands. Additionally, the funding could help build and open
undeveloped sites already owned by TPWD, including the Chinati Mountains, Devils River, Powderhorn Ranch and other
areas.

AWWC member and State Representative John Cyrier carried the bill in the House and spoke to us about it in June. All we
must do now is VOTE YES on PROP 5!

Vote 5 on 11-5!
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We have booked a two-day pheasant hunt with Ringneck Ranch in
Tipton Ks.  We will arrive for dinner on Friday November 15 and start
hunting about 8 am Saturday the 16 & 17.  We will have lunch & hunt
again in the afternoon.  The price of $575 per day includes 6 pheasant per
day.  Go to the website to check it out.  I spoke with the owner for about
an hour last week.  We also have an opportunity for passing shots at
prairie chickens in the afternoon.  (I will be taking advantage of this.)  So,
total price for two days is $1150 with no airfare because it is within
driving distance.  Deposit will be $500 per person. I reserved 8 spots for
AWWC.  No money now.  You can call me at 512-241-0049 (office) or
512-699-3093 (cell) with questions. Email Larry. Najvar@gmail.com.
Speak up as I must give her numbers next week. After we firm up the
numbers, we will collect deposits.

Other Hunt Possibilities
AWWC members:  Let me know which hunts you are interested in.  If we have enough hunters, I will line up dates, prices

and deposit info.  Most of these hunts run about $275 per day with some $250 and $300 per day quotes, depending on the
outfitter.    

1. Duck hunts in East Texas just like the last few years. We have already reserved Jan. 4 &
5 as well as the following weekend, Jan. 11 & 12. 

2. Duck hunts in Port Lavaca.  This is an inland hunt
with varied species.  (not just redheads like in
Rockport.)  I hunted snow geese with this outfitter
and was impressed.

3. Ducks and geese in Jennings, LA with Doug's
outfitters.  I want to hunt them the first period as they
have ducks sooner than Texas. 

4. Sandhill cranes. We have used Panhandles Best but I'm impressed with Muddy Waters
out of Wichita Falls. They had 3 guides for a group of 11 hunters. Dates will probably range
from mid-November thru January, around Lubbock or the Panhandle. 

5. Snow goose conservation hunt around Port Lavaca
around February 1. Bag limit is 20/ day, with unlimited
possession limit! 

6.  Hidden lakes European style pheasant hunt. They
release 500 birds, one at a time. You shoot from one
station and rotate after each 50 birds. I shot 6 boxes of
shells last hunt.  The birds are high, fast, very
challenging.  Price is $540 (including tip). Last hunt of
the season is Saturday, March 16.  Let me know if you
are interested as they tend to book up quickly.

Any suggestions for hunts or outfitters that you would like to investigate?? We want to do this early, so we get the best
availability.   Also, do you want to hunt only on weekends or are you available during the week?  larry.najvar@gmail.com  office
512-241-0049 cell 512 699-3093

Larry Najvar, Chief Warden for Hunting

Kansas Pheasant Hunt Booked - Nov. 15-17

Jefferson Photo©2019

Jefferson Photo©2019



THE GAME BAG / November 2019 / Page 5

No actual bookings until we see how many people are interested. Let us know if interested. Plan on about $250 per day for a
hunt.

1. Topflight Outfitters; Columbus, TX.  Only a few miles down the road.  I went on two teal hunts on the third weekend and
saw probably several hundred teal each day.  Their blinds and guides are awesome. You can bring your own dog.  We hunted
released quail and chukar in the afternoon.
2.Doug's Lodge, Gueydan, La.  Hunted there for several years. ducks or geese.
3.Ranger Creek Outfitters (Haskell Tx) or Muddy Waters (Wichita Falls) for Sandhill cranes, geese and ducks.
4. Hidden Lakes, Yantis, Tx. (See photo, previous page, bottom right.) Great European style pheasant hunts. Birds are released
from a central tower with 10 stations in a circle, about 60 yards apart. The birds are flying about 30 mph and high.  A
challenging hunt. 500 released birds are about $500 which includes lunch.  (I leave at 7am, arrive 11:30, lunch at noon and
hunting starts 1 pm. Home about 9 pm. (Did you know a Beretta A 391 with the plug removed can hold 6 shots? Ask me how
many times I wound up with an empty gun.) 

Contact Larry Najvar at the email and cell below and give me your email and cell.
Any questions? Contact me at larry.najvar@gmail.com. Cell 512-699-3093

MORE 2019-20 HUNTS
By Larry Najvar, Chief Hunting Warden

Grants totaling $21,500 were awarded to organizations’ representatives pictured above and identified as follows, with the
organization they represent and the grant amount in parenthesis. Front row, L-R: Roy and Julie Hudson (Boys and Girls Club of
Central Texas-$1,500), T.J Greaney (Kids Outdoor Zone - $1,500), Chris Mitchell (Texas Wildlife Assn. - $1.500), Natalie Wolff
(Texas Brigades - $1,500), Jason Jones (Operation Game Thief - $1,500), Wade Rushing (Trinity Oaks - $1,000), Tom Hewitt
(Operation Orphans - $1,000), Brendon Contreras (Williamson County 4-H Shooting Sports - $1,000). Back row: Dave Hill
(Austin Fly Fishers SKIFF Program - $1,000), Steve Fulton (Bamberger Charitable Trust - $1,000), Daniel Dale (Bastrop Bulls-
eyes 4-H Shooting Club - $1,000), Ken Cox (Friends of Gillespie County Schools-$1,000), Clayton Craig (Hays County 4-H
Shooting Sports- $1,000), Joe DeLahoosaye (Travis County Badges, Bucks and Bass - $1,000), Daniel Martin (Texas Trap and
Skeet - $1,000), Vicky Hugey (Texas State Rifle Assn. - $500), Craig Childs (YMCA San Antonio/Roberts Ranch -$1,000). Not
pictured: Down Home Ranch - $1,500 and Coastal Conservation Association - $1,000. 

Photo by John Jefferson.

2019 McBride Foundation Grant Awardees 
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BANQUET A HUGE SUCCESS!
Photos by John Jefferson and others

With nearly 250 in attendance and gross receipts of almost $100,000, AWWC raised considerable funds for next year’s
McBride Foundation grants, most of which go to organizations involved in getting kids off the couch, away from electronics
and into traditional outdoor activities like hunting, fishing and shooting. The entire board of directors and Club officers worked
tirelessly to produce a spirited banquet, but the sponsors, donors and attendees dug deeply to fund it. Thanks to all!

Board members David Michael and Larry Najvar roll silver
in napkins for attendees. Somebody’s gotta do it!

Board member Rhett Stone and AWWC President Steve
Fenoglio guard the Yeti coolers and enjoy the banquet.

Board members Richard Hallum and Tommy Ward amid the
popular “cooler game” for Yeti coolers with mysterious
merchandise inside – including a gun in one of the coolers!

State Rep. and AWWC member John Cyrier sits among the
metallic, reusable water bottles provided for table buyers
and their guests.
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Aimee Cline and Amber Johnson enjoying the banquet at
the McBride table with their husbands. Amber, on right, is
the chief cashier at McBride’s Guns and is Joe McBride’s
niece. They are representing the McBride family, a major
sponsor of the banquet, since Joe and Paula McBride were
unable to attend.

A tempting array of bucket raffle items caught lots of
attention – and raffle tickets dropped in the buckets. This is
less than half of the raffle buckets.

The banquet auctioneer, David Ackel interviews happy
auction item winning bidder as banquet chairman Spence
Collins studies the next auction item.

Tom Hewitt beckons a bid as one of the auction spotters as former
member Marty Malin, in foreground, watches the auction.

A silent auction designed to appeal to Aggies. It did.

A Weatherby .30-06 with a Leupold 3-9 scope was
offered as the Founder’s Gun, and drew the highest
bid of the night, aided by the irresistible smile of the
gun bearer.
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Board member Joe Hello draws puppy sitting in
addition to his other banquet duties.

Why cowboys should always remove their hats around ladies:
To not miss a kiss! AWWC Administrative Asst. Mary Anne
Hartman holds the auction puppy in one hand and young Kyrie
Neans in the other. Kyrie is the son of Dr. Daryl Neans, DVM,
who donated a year of healthy puppy care to the puppy’s
auction. The puppy went home with Don Twomey for a $1,400
bid.

Hawking a Weatherby .243 and a one-day deer and
hog hunt for a father/child on Steele and Beverly
Zinser’s Salado Creek Ranch, this young lady has her
hands full.

Backstage at the Banquet: Jimmy Cain was the gun
honcho for the banquet and did an exemplary job of
carefully transporting and handling all the firearms. In
the background, AWWC Treasurer Tommy Ward
employed his banking skills as cashier and took care
of all receipts.

The fully equipped Diablo Kayak was a popular special raffle
item. Already owning two kayaks, you’d think I would be
satisfied. Wrong. This one is a fishing battleship!

A Ruger rifle is one of the items on the popular “bucket raffle”.



Fishin' the South Fork of the Flathead River
By Steele Zinser

Fellow AWWC member Kent Macaulay,
my wife Beverly, and I ventured into the
mountains east of Kalispell, Montana to the
Spotted Bear Ranch, a mere wilderness 50
miles from Hungry Horse. 'Tis a beautiful
area bordering the river. We floated the river
every other day, then did  "walk and wade"
trips the other days. Kent and I felt like they
were "Hike, climb and wade" trips. Not for
old guys I assure you. But we did it.

See photos. We caught and released native cutthroat trout every
day. The prized one for me was a 17" that we spotted in a pool,
sneaked up and watched with awe as it rose some 15' off the
bottom and inhaled the fly. Then the fight was on as I had a 5#
test leader with a fish weighing well more than 5#!

The cabins were ideal; 2 bedrooms with a living area and
fireplace that we used every morning and evening -- ample
firewood supplied. Absolutely gorgeous nighttime viewing of
stars with NO ambient light to interfere. Dark sky country.

The meals were so good and plentiful that we finally had to ask
for half-rations! The staff was just great -- our wishes were their
commands.

Did I mention that the ranch is on its 3rd or 4th year as Orvis
approved?

Try it, you'll like it!
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Bev Zinser at Spotted Bear Lodge in Montana.

AWWC member Kent Maculay with a Flathead
River cutthroat trout.

Steele Zinser with Flathead River Guide and Steele’s 17-inch
cutthroat trout.

Nothing like a shore lunch and a bottle of red and one of
white on a sunny Montana day.
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As deer hunters, we should be careful what we wish for.
Granted, the 100-degree weather we had in September is far
from the ideal hunting weather, but the last week in October
and first part of November - including Opening Day - in the
thirties? Sheeesh!
But that's what the weathermen are predicting. So, if you've
already packed your war bag in anticipation of driving to your
lease with the windows rolled down, you might make sure
your long johns and wool socks are in your duffle. They're
saying the Hill Country might get a freeze. And that first real
cold spell always feels really cold! 

But if you want more deer on your range, you're in luck.
The deer guys have been telling us that Texas has about four
million deer. But new census techniques and an abundant 14
months of beneficial rainfall have been good for whitetails.
According to Alan Cain, TPWD's white-tailed deer program
leader, the  population is now about 5.4 million!

The majority of them - 2.4 million -- are in the Hill Country.
Hunter success there runs roughly 78%. If you are an antler
fanatic, the large fawn crop in 2013 means there are many
6.5-year-old bucks polishing their antlers as I write. Cain
expects an above average season in the hills.

And if you're a meat hunter, Cain encourages shooting as
many does as licenses permit to control overpopulation.
Doing that early in the season will help the remaining deer
find enough to eat after the first freeze. 

For South Texas hunters, a good fawn crop there in 2015
indicates more 4.5-year-old bucks south of I-10 and 90 this
year. A deer below San Antonio that's been eating protein-
rich brush country vegetation for that long is a real prize.
Antler quality is forecast as "above average" by Cain due to
"amazing habitat conditions"!

But stay warm!

Member-to-Member
Telephoto Lenses for Sale. 500 mm Nikkor ED
manual focus lens (see deer photo above). $900. 
A Sigma 120-400 mm auto-focus zoom lens (Nikon

mount). $375. Both have carrying cases
and in very good condition. I'm upgrading. John
Jefferson (512) 219-1199. jj@johnjefferson.com.

Photo ©John Jefferson 2019

DEER DELUGE!
By John Jefferson
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RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

3660 Stoneridge Rd. #B-102                             (512) 477-6111
Austin, TX 78746                                        (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com

Principal Office Located in Austin

RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

600 Round Rock West Drive, Suite 501                   (512) 477-6111
Round Rock, TX 78681                                         (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com
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P.O BOX 80022

AUSTIN, TEXAS  78708

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Monthly

Luncheon

Nov. 6
Ben Hur

Shrine Center

Parting Shot AWWC CALENDAR

Nov. 2 White-tailed deer, Rio Grande turkey, light 
and dark goose seasons (in both zones) open 
in most counties – and the news you’ve been 
waiting for – Chachalaca season opens in 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Willacy counties!
Check TPW Outdoor Annual for particular 
county dates and bag limits.

Nov. 6 AWWC Luncheon  11:30 a.m. 
Ben Hur Shrine Center, 7811 Rockwood Lane 
Speaker: Robert Perez, TPWD Upland Bird 
Program Leader On quail hunting prospects.

Dec. 4 AWWC Luncheon  11:30 a.m.
Ben Hur Shrine Center, 7811 Rockwood Lane 
Speaker: Colton Collen, a fanatical Panhandle 
waterfowl guide.

Jan. 8 Probable date of January luncheon. We’ll be 
watching bowl games and eating blackeyed 
peas on Wed. Jan. 1!
Location and speaker to be announced.

Feb. 5 Possible evening meeting to install officers, 
announce Sportsman of the Year and 
Volunteer of the Year. Location and speaker to
be announced.

Statewide quail season opened Oct. 26 and ends Feb. 23. The next
AWWC Luncheon speaker will tell us about quail hunting prospects.
Photo by John Jefferson.
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