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Reading next AWWC speaker's resume made me
hungry. He's worked for Pappasito's and Pappadeaux for
seven years, has been sous chef at two Austin hotels,
executive chef at two country clubs, and executive chef of
Steiner Ranch Steakhouse and Vaquero's Café and
Cantina. And his presentation will be one every member
will be interested in even if they don't own a grill!

Why? Because he also comes from a long line of
hunters, fishermen and meat men, was saltwater fishing
before he could walk and skateboarded to bass fishing
holes during junior high years. He worked on a cattle
ranch near Schulenberg at age 14 where he learned gun
safety and how to shoot doves. After going to culinary
school and moving to Austin, he met the guys from
Archery Country and Austin Animal Art taxidermy and
became a bowhunter and duck hunter, all the while
cooking what he killed. That's why.  

Matt Pearson, our October speaker, says the reason he
got into the "chef life" was to cook wild game and spend
as much time in the outdoors as possible. He'll talk to us
about taking game meat from the field to the table,
preventing spoilage and food-borne illnesses, advantages
of eating game, butchering and uses for specific muscle
groups, hog hunting including disease dangers, cutlery,
smokers, packaging and he may even share some recipes.
WHEW! This program is loaded!

So, if you like to hunt, fish, eat or talk about any of
those endeavors, you'll not want to miss this luncheon!
And maybe you'd better come early to get a good seat.

JJ

AWWC  Banquet  benefitting
McBride  Conservation  Fund
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See  Pages  8-110  and  Calendar  on  Page  12

Matt Pearson on Game Handling and Cooking

Next AWWC speaker Matt Pearson with 25 lb. red snapper.

Monthly  Luncheon
Wed.,  Oct.  2nd  •  11:30  a.m.

Ben  Hur  Shrine  Center  
7811  Rockwood  Lane

Speaker:  Matt  Pearson  on  Game
Handling  and  Cooking  



Most of you know that I had an archery elk hunt in
Northern New Mexico in the Carson National Forest west
of Taos. 

First, I did not come home with an elk; I worked hard to
get in shape and hunted hard.  Second, I HAD A BLAST!
My guide knew the area literally like the back of his hand.
Unfortunately, we were a little early to hunt the rut. 

Our base camp was at 8,200' and we went up to almost
10,000' on some of the hunts. We started hunting at 0 Dark
Thirty on Sunday, September 1. It was a little warm with
highs in the 80s and lows in the mid-50s. On Wednesday,
a switch was turned on and the bulls started bugling ALL
NIGHT LONG!   Unfortunately, my hunt ended 2 days later
and while we chased elk all over the mountains, we could
never quite close the deal.  My Fitbit tells me I logged 80+
miles, but no elk. On Wednesday evening, the other hunter
in camp took a very nice bull (a 6 point, or if you are in
Texas, a 12 point). 

All in all, a great hunt. I will go again, but I think next
year it will be during the second archery season (assuming
I get drawn). Let me know if you are interested in booking
with this outfitter-he is top notch 

This month marks the GREATEST OUTDOOR
BANQUET! Come join us at the TDS facility on Thursday
evening, October 24, for a truly memorable evening. Good
food, plenty of adult beverages, fun raffles, memorable
hunts and fishing trips available and all for a great cause.
This benefits the McBride Conservation Foundation -- a
recognized IRS nonprofit that applies the banquet proceeds
to benefit our outdoor heritage and encourage our youth to
get involved in the great outdoors. Ask any of our Board
members about how we do this. Buy a ticket, bring your
friends, or heck, buy a table and make a donation. We need
all to support the Foundation!

Finally, I hope you will join me at our monthly luncheon
Wednesday, October 2 at 11.30. We are fortunate to have
Matt Pearson as our speaker. Matt is a seasoned hunter,
fisherman and a multi-talented chef with an impressive
resume of credits. See the front page. He’ll talk on handling
game from the shot to the skillet.

See you around the campfire!

Stephen Fenoglio
AWWC President
512.347.9944
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Executive Committee
President ............................... Steve Fenoglio
Executive VP........................  Spence Collins
Social VP...................................... Joe Hello
Secretary .................................. Steele Zinser
Treasurer................................. Tommy Ward
Chief Warden Hunting...............Larry Najvar
Chief Warden Fishing.........Kevin McConnell
Chief Huntmaster................ Doug DuBois, Jr
Editor...................................... John Jefferson
Exec. Admin. ..............  Mary Anne Hartman
Past President.......................... Tallon Martin
Past President............................. Jimmy Cain

Board of Directors
Term Expires 2020
Byron Kibby, Tommy Ward, Rick Prekup 
Term Expires 2021
Terry Rheinlander, Larry Najvar, Don
Riggins, Steele Zinser, Steve Fenoglio
Term Expires 2022
Al Lagenour, Rhett Stone, Richard Hallum,
David Michael

Meeting 11:30 am, first Wednesday of each
month unless otherwise notified. 

TThhee  GGaammee  BBaagg
AAWWWWCC  MMoonntthhllyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr

Game Bag Submissions
Members'  photos,  hunting  and  fishing  stories, activity
announcements, ads, and calendar items should be in
the editor's hands by the 15th of each month prior to
the month of publication. Send your material to:
jj@johnjefferson.com or call (512) 219-1199.

President’s Message
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Austin Woods and Waters Club
would like to thank the following advertisers for

their support of our fall banquet in 2018

GOT PICS?
Since everybody carries a camera on their telephone

nowadays, you probably have pics of your every
hunting or fishing adventure. They don’t have to be as
comical as the accompanying image of my dog  wearing
a bridesmaid’s headpiece -- but they can be.

So send any you want to taken with a phone or a full-
size digital camera. If you use a phone, send them to my
email in Actual Size. When you hit send it’ll give you
four choices and the bottom one, Actual Size, is the one
to use. And please entitle the subject something that will
identify it. Photo tips: have subjects remove sunglasses
and tilt hats back a little so there’s no shadow on faces.
If there is a bright sky behind the subject, you might
need to use the flash. Also remove any blood from
harvest scenes.

Send photos and any written text to:
jj@johnjefferson.com.

“What did I do wrong to get chosen by this family?” 
Photo © John Jefferson 2019
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We have booked a two-day pheasant hunt with Ringneck Ranch in
Tipton Ks.  We will arrive for dinner on Friday November 15 and start
hunting about 8 am Saturday the 16 & 17.  We will have lunch & hunt
again in the afternoon.  The price of $575 per day includes 6 pheasant per
day.  Go to the website to check it out.  I spoke with the owner for about
an hour last week.  We also have an opportunity for passing shots at
prairie chickens in the afternoon.  (I will be taking advantage of this.)  So,
total price for two days is $1150 with no airfare because it is within
driving distance.  Deposit will be $500 per person. I reserved 8 spots for
AWWC.  No money now.  You can call me at 512-241-0049 (office) or
512-699-3093 (cell) with questions. Email Larry. Najvar@gmail.com.
Speak up as I must give her numbers next week. After we firm up the
numbers, we will collect deposits.

Other Hunt Possibilities
AWWC members:  Let me know which hunts you are interested in.  If we have enough hunters, I will line up dates, prices

and deposit info.  Most of these hunts run about $275 per day with some $250 and $300 per day quotes, depending on the
outfitter.    

1. Duck hunts in East Texas just like the last few years. We have already reserved Jan. 4 &
5 as well as the following weekend, Jan. 11 & 12. 

2. Duck hunts in Port Lavaca.  This is an inland hunt
with varied species.  (not just redheads like in
Rockport.)  I hunted snow geese with this outfitter
and was impressed.

3. Ducks and geese in Jennings, LA with Doug's
outfitters.  I want to hunt them the first period as they
have ducks sooner than Texas. 

4. Sandhill cranes. We have used Panhandles Best but I'm impressed with Muddy Waters
out of Wichita Falls. They had 3 guides for a group of 11 hunters. Dates will probably range
from mid-November thru January, around Lubbock or the Panhandle. 

5. Snow goose conservation hunt around Port Lavaca
around February 1. Bag limit is 20/ day, with unlimited
possession limit! 

6.  Hidden lakes European style pheasant hunt. They
release 500 birds, one at a time. You shoot from one
station and rotate after each 50 birds. I shot 6 boxes of
shells last hunt.  The birds are high, fast, very
challenging.  Price is $540 (including tip). Last hunt of
the season is Saturday, March 16.  Let me know if you
are interested as they tend to book up quickly.

Any suggestions for hunts or outfitters that you would like to investigate?? We want to do this early, so we get the best
availability.   Also, do you want to hunt only on weekends or are you available during the week?  larry.najvar@gmail.com  office
512-241-0049 cell 512 699-3093

Larry Najvar, Chief Warden for Hunting

Kansas Pheasant Hunt Booked - Nov. 15-17

Jefferson Photo©2019

Jefferson Photo©2019
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Our annual opening day dove hunt at Steele Zinser's Salado Creek Ranch was a little of a letdown, as far as bringing down
doves was concerned, but it was the start of 2019 fall hunting seasons - and that made it a grand celebration! Cliff Hall was the
high point man, having bagged 10 doves on 12 shots. Honest! Others ranged from three or four birds down to nada. Jimmy
Crain and wife, Niki, took home eight without telling who shot them. Wise discretion, Jimmy. Or was it to conceal your
embarrassment. He didn't comment.

But in true AWWC fashion (and borrowing from an Aggie saying),
we've never lost a party! Dave Connelly, a longtime friend and
neighbor of Steele's hosted the Après hunt tacos and cerveza-sippin'
in Steele's and Beverly's absence (they were off in the Ozarks
catching trout! More on that next month). Something the anti-hunters
will never understand is that hunting is about so much more than
killing animals. The camaraderie (or BS) among hunters is cherished
as much as the hunting. And there was plenty of both on the Zinser
patio that morning.

JJ  

SLOW OPENING DAY
Photos by John Jefferson

The only ones happy about the lack of birds were the
dogs that didn’t have to retrieve them in the heat!

Kevin McConnell smiles a happy smile knowing that
hunting is about so much more than just shooting a
limit.

Don Riggins listens intently as Niki Cain tells how she and Jimmy bagged
the second-most doves (between them).

Jimmy Cain tells a story as Kevin McConnell looks on dubiously and the
morning’s host, Dave Connelly, places a call – perhaps to the truth cops – after
all the tales he heard that morning.
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AWWC 2019 Opening Weekend Dove Hunt South Texas
By Corey Gaskill

Well, I kept saying that we were due for a good one, and we got it. The Barker Ranch 2018 dove hunting was washed out
with record rainfalls, timed perfectly on consecutive weekends. All hunts were cancelled last year and our game bags were left
wanting. The pent-up demand for a good hunt this year was evident by the early sign-ups for the 2019 trip to Alice, Texas. Both
dove hunts became oversubscribed by mid-July. The anticipation was running high. We were not disappointed.

The opening weekend for South Texas Dove hunting fell on a Saturday this year. Unlike all prior opening weekends to my
memory, we could only gather to socialize on Friday afternoon before the hunt the next morning. I was a little concerned about
losing the Friday hunt but was pleasantly surprise how enjoyable it was to spend a relaxed evening with old and new friends
doing what AWWC members do best, "Talking About It". The usual race to our favorite spots was replaced with a great time
catching up, meeting new folks, enjoying an adult beverage and watching a near "National Geographic" moment when the
whitewings began to work the adjacent field. I mean it was incredible watching the arrival of so many birds and their movement
around the sunflowers. With a front row seat, we could see hundreds, perhaps even a thousand in movement from time to time
as the birds worked the seed. I knew we would be in for a record hunt the following morning. Everyone knew the same thing
from that front porch visit on Friday. Moreover, we also knew we are a great group of hunters about to have the time of our
lives.

As whitewings are prone to sleep in, all hunters were in position at least 45 minutes before the show started. It was long
enough for me to pause and wonder if it was really going to happen. Then on cue, the birds came to the fields. For the next
two hours, whitewings poured into the sunflowers. Guns roared, dogs fetched and hunters grinned from ear to ear. Rhett Stone
thought he had been magically transported to Argentina. Some of us pulled up short of our limits to enable an evening hunt
and others went ahead and shot a limit. Getting a limit was not in question, it was more about how you wanted to savor the
moment. It was a phenomenal experience with so many opportunities to pick and choose your shots, especially after many of
us had a disappointed start with the Central Zone Dove Season this year.

Taylor Mitchell, John Uni, Cory Hall and Ted Whiteford stand proudly by a truckload of doves, well- guarded by Darwin
Gaskill. This illustrates how successful the hunt was.



The hunters gathered at sunset that day on the best
porch in South Texas. Happy Hour led to a group picture
before dinner. We had a new caterer this year that worked
out well with a three-meat BBQ plate.  Lots of success
stories were told and plans were made for the morning
hunt. Meanwhile, the television switched between the
respective Aggie and the Longhorn football games. Both
teams drummed their opponents. No trash talk needed
between these rivals this time. What a nice way to top off
a great hunt.  

Some weekend highlights included Oliver Smith (Keith's
son) bagging his first dove, three new club memberships,
Darwin Gaskill (Collin Gaskill's pup) making her
successful retriever debut, an injury free weekend due to
improved safety training and the introduction of multiple
UTVs and Motorcycles to the hunting cavalry. The seven
repeat hunters for both dove hunting weekends were
issued survival packs complete with tourniquet/first aid
supplies and have each been conscripted into the newly
formed weekend AWWC MASH unit. No, they don't treat
hangovers or hemorrhoids.

I am sorry for the hunters that did not get to make this hunt
due to over-booking. Beware, next year. This type of hunt
generally leads to even more folks wanting to go the following
year.  It may be necessary to make both hunts, "member only"
as a way to allocate slots. That may not even be enough, so
read your Game Bag announcements!

As always, thanks to Denise Barker and Keith Adams for
sharing their ranch with AWWC. Also, thanks to the hunters
who contributed in the mundane tasks of such an undertaking:
flat tire repair, porch stair reinforcement, trash detail, KP and
dog poop removal. I needed the help.
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Ed Fenner and Rhett Stone enjoying the hunt even though
Rhett looks like he just sat on pear.

Cory Hall shooting. Does being named Cory help you get to
go on this sold-out hunt?

Collin and Darwin Gaskill prove that the right names just
might help you get on the team!
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Austin Woods and Waters Club Fall Banquet
Thursday, October 24th, 2019

Texas Disposal Systems (TDS) – Creedmoor, TX

The Austin Woods and Waters Club’s (“AWWC”) annual banquet will be Thursday, October 24th
in the Texas Disposal Systems Event Hall at the Exotic Game Reserve, 11508 Carl Road, Creedmoor,
Texas 78610. Established in 1965, AWWC is the longest-standing hunting and fishing club in this area.

The primary beneficiary of the net proceeds of this event is the McBride Conservation Fund
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, which grants money to outdoor conservation organizations, many
of which are involved in passing the hunting and fishing heritage onto the next generation. Grants
totaling over $625,000 have been awarded over the years. Last year 18 recipients were awarded grants.
The McBride Foundation has been providing grant funding since 1992 for worthy causes.

This autumn rendezvous of the hunting and fishing community includes a fine dinner, an
opportunity to give something back to the future of hunting and fishing, a chance to purchase great
sporting items and hunts not available elsewhere, and an occasion to share rich outdoor experiences with
friends, and make some new ones.

Auction items last year ranged from a seven-day African plains game hunt, an Argentine dove
hunt, a Texas turkey hunt, Laguna Madre Bay and Lake Buchanan fishing trips, a Texas whitetail deer
hunt, plus enviable firearms and sporting equipment, and many more trips. Raffle items and door prizes
ensured that every attendee has a chance to win. We plan on a great line up this year as well.

The doors open at 6:00 pm and dinner will be served at 6:45 pm. Preliminary tickets: tables are
$1,200 each (8) and individual tickets are $125 with couple’s tickets at $200.

For more information or tickets contact Spence Collins - 512-789-0909, spence@matexas.com or
Steve Fenoglio 512-914-4007. Tickets can also be purchased online at: www.austinwoodsandwaters.org .

Please make checks payable to “McBride Conservation Fund”.

The following pages are for members’ use in helping the Board of Directors prepare for the
McBride Conservation Fund Fall Banquet coming up on Oct.  24.  The banquet begins at 6:00
p.m. on that Thursday evening at Texas Disposal Systems Pavilion at 11508 Carl Rd, Buda,
TX. Please help AWWC obtain sponsorships, donations of merchandise of any type from
hunting and fishing equipment to dining certificates – anything you might want to receive. Be
creative. We also need volunteers to help us set up that Thursday afternoon at TDS. This is a
great way to meet AWWC officers and board members and get to be known. That’s a good
way to find out about hunting and fishing opportunities that don’t make it into the Game Bag,
too. For information or to volunteer, contact Spence Collins: 512-789-0909.
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2019 Austin Woods and Waters Club Fall Banquet
October 24th, 6-10 PM
Texas Disposal Systems

11508 Carl Road,
Creedmoor, TX

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
TROPHY GRIZZLY LEVEL - $5,000

• Full Page ad in our Banquet Program and on AWWC�website
• Exclusive Sponsor Gun Raffle
• 2 - $250 raffle ticket bundles
• Safari tour of the game preserve with game guide (weather permitting)
• Name and Logo on PowerPoint Loop during Banquet
• Product display available
• Name and Logo published for 12 months in our award winning monthly newsletter, the Game Bag
• One Premium 10 seat table close to the stage with private waitress service throughout the evening
• 4 new memberships in AWWC

TROPHY ELK LEVEL - $3,500
• 1/2 Page ad in our Banquet Program and on AWWC website
• Exclusive Sponsor Gun Raffle
• 2 - $250 raffle ticket bundles
• Safari tour of the game preserve with game guide (weather permitting)
• Name and Logo on PowerPoint Loop during Banquet
• Name and Logo published for 6 months in our award�winning monthly newsletter, the Game Bag
• One Premium 10 seat table close to the stage with private waitress service throughout the evening
• 2 new memberships in AWWC

TROPHY WHITETAIL LEVEL- $2,000
• 1/4 Page ad in our Banquet Program and on AWWC website
• 1 - $250 raffle ticket bundle
• Name and Logo on PowerPoint Loop during Banquet
• Name and Logo published for 6 months in our award�winning monthly newsletter, the Game Bag
• One Premium 10 seat table close to the stage with private waitress service throughout the evening
• 1 new membership in AWWC
Your sponsorship supports the youth of Central Texas through the outreach of the McBride Conservation Fund
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization.

The list of raffle and auction items is  growing faster than I can type as publication deadline
approaches but lemme tell ya there are some really cool items, fine guns and some hunting
and fishing trips not available on the open market. Below are just three samples to fire your
lust.                                           
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RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

3660 Stoneridge Rd. #B-102                             (512) 477-6111
Austin, TX 78746                                        (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com

Principal Office Located in Austin

RICK FREEMAN
A Professional Corporation

Rick Freeman
Attorney at Law

Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

600 Round Rock West Drive, Suite 501                   (512) 477-6111
Round Rock, TX 78681                                         (512) 473-2131
www.rlckfreemanlaw.com       rick@rickfreemanlaw.com
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AUSTIN WOODS AND WATERS CLUB
P.O BOX 80022

AUSTIN, TEXAS  78708

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Monthly

Luncheon

Oct. 2
Ben Hur

Shrine Center

Parting ShotAWWC CALENDAR

Sept. 28- Nov. 1  Archery-Only season open for white-tailed 
deer and Rio Grande turkey.

Oct. 2 AWWC Luncheon  11:30 a.m. 
Ben Hur Shrine Center  7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: Matt Pearson on game handling 
and cooking

Oct.  24  McBride Conservation Fund Fall Banquet  6:00 p.m.  
Texas Disposal Systems   11508 Carl Rd, Buda, TX   
Tickets, tables, sponsorships, donations, volunteers-
Spence Collins: 512-789-0909  See pages 8 - 10
Tickets available at Oct.2 luncheon and online at
https://.austinwoodsandwaters.org 

Nov. 2  White-tailed deer and Rio Grande turkey regular 
season open in many counties. See TPW Outdoor 
Annual

Nov. 4    AWWC Luncheon  11:30 a.m.   
Ben Hur Shrine Center  7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: Robert Perez, TPWD quail program leader

Nov. 15-17  AWWC Kansas pheasant hunt. See P. 4

Dec. 4  AWWC Luncheon  11:30 a.m.
Ben Hur Shrine Center  7811 Rockwood Lane  
Speaker: TBA

YOU need to be in this year’s banquet photos on October 24! 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

